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Introduction

The purpose of this book

English, like all languages, is full of problems for the foreign learner. Some of
these points are easy to explain - for instance, the formation of questions,
the difference between since and for, the meaning of after all. Other
problems are more tricky, and cause difficulty even for advanced students
and teachers. How exactly is the present perfect tense used? When do we use
past tenses to be polite? What are the differences between at, on and in with
expressions of place? We can say a chair leg—why not *a girl leg? What are
the real rules for the use of like and as? When can we use the expression do
so? When is the used with superlatives? Is unless the same as if not? What are
the differences between come and go, between each and every, between big,
large and great, between fairly, quite, rather and pretty? Is it correct to say
There’s three more bottles in the fridge? How do you actually say 3 x 4 = 122
And so on, and so on.

This book is a practical reference guide to questions of this kind. It deals
with over 600 points which regularly cause problems for foreign students of
English. Most of the points treated are grammatical, but there are also
explanations of a certain number of common vocabulary problems.

Level

The book is intended for intermediate and advanced students, and for
teachers of English. Being a reference boaok, it contains information at
various levels, ranging from relatively simple points to quite advanced
problems.

Organisation

Problems are mostly explained in short separate entries; the book is more
like a dictionary than a grammar in form. This makes it possible to give a
clear complete treatment of each point, and enables the user to concentrate
just on the question he or she needs information about. Entries are arranged
alphabetically by title and numbered in sequence; a comprehensive index
shows where each point can be found.

Approach and style .

I have tried to make the presentation as practical as possible. Each entry
contains an explanation of a problem, examples of correct usage, and (when
this is useful) examples of typical mistakes. More complicated items are
divided into separate entries: a general explanation first, followed by more
complete information for advanced students and teachers. Explanations are,
as far as possible, in simple everyday language. Where it has been necessary
to use grammatical terminology, I have generally preferred to use traditional
terms that are well known and easy to understand. Some of these terms (e.g.
future tense) would be regarded as unsatisfactory by academic grammarians,
but I am not writing for specialists. There is a dictionary of the language
terminology used in the book on pages xxi—xxix.

page xi



Introduction

The kind of English described

The explanations deal mainly with standard modern British English, and
the examples are as realistic as I can make them. Stylistic differences (e.g.
between formal and informal usage, or spoken and written language) are
mentioned where this is appropriate. A good deal of information is given
about American usage, but the book is not intended as a systematic guide to
American English.

Correctness

If we say that a form is ‘incorrect’, we can mean two different things. We may
be referring to a form like *I have seen her yesterday, which normally only
occurs in the English of foreigners; or we may be talking about a form like
ain’t, which is used in speech by many British and American people, but
which does not occur in the standard dialects and is not usually written. In
this book, I am mainly concerned with the first sort of ‘incorrectness’ (the
differences between British or American English and ‘foreign’ English), but
I have mentioned a few examples of the second kind. Sometimes a form is
used by some educated people, but considered wrong by others (e.g. mein
It was me that found your keys). When this is the case, [ have said so, but

I have not usually tried to suggest who is right.

How to use the book

This is a reference book, not a systematic course in English grammar. It will
be most useful to a student who has made a mistake and wants to find out
why it is wrong, or to a teacher who is looking for a clear explanation of a
difficult point of grammar or vocabulary. The best way to find a point is to
look in the index at the back: most problems are indexed under several
different names, so it is not usually difficult to locate quickly the entry you
need. (For instance, if you want to know why we say I'm not used to driving
on the left instead of *I'm not used to drive on the left, you can find the
number of the section where this is explained by looking in the index under
‘used’, ‘be used’, ‘to’ or ‘-ingforms’.)

Other reference books

This book gives explanations of individual points of usage, but does not
show how the separate points ‘fit together’. For a systematically organised
account of the whole of English grammar, students should consult a book
such as A Student’s Grammar of the English Language, by Greenbaum and
Quuirk (Longman), the Longman English Grammar, by L.G. Alexander, or the
Oxford Guide to English Grammar, by John Eastwood. For a detailed
treatment of English vocabulary, see the Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English or the Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary.
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(the) same

say and tell

see

see, look (at) and watch

seem

sensible and sensitive

shade and shadow

short answers

should (1): the difference between
should and would

should (2): obligation,

deduction etc

should (3): should, ought and
must

should (4): in subordinate clauses
should (5): should/would

since: tenses

singular and plural (1): regular
plurals

singular and plural (2): irregular
and special plurals

singular and plural (3):
pronunciation of regular plurals
singular and plural (4): singular
nouns with plural verbs

singular and plural (5): plural
expressions with singular verbs
singular and plural (6): they with
singular reference

singular and pluaral (7): mixed
structures

singular and plural (8):
distributive plural

singular and plural (9): noun
modifiers

singular and plural (10):
miscellaneous points

slang

small and little

smell

so (degree adverb, substitute word)
so after say and tell

so and not with hope, believe etc

516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523

524

525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535

536
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541
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544
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551
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557
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soaml, sodoletc

so and then

so much and so many

so that and in order that
‘social’ language

some

some and any

somebody, someone, anybody,

anyone etc

some time, sometime and

sometimes

soon, early and quickly

sort of, kind of and type of

sound

speak and talk

spelling (1): capital letters

spelling (2): -ly

spelling (3): -ise and -ize

spelling (4): hyphens

spelling (5): final e

spelling (6): y and i

spelling (7): doubling final

consonants

spelling (8): ch and tch, k and ¢k

spelling (9): ie and ei

spelling and pronunciation

still, yet and already

stress, rhythm and intonation

subjunctive

substitution

such

such and so

suggest

suppose, supposing and what if

supposed to

surely

sympathetic

take

take (time)

taste

technique and technology
telephoning

telling the time

tense simplification in
subordinate clauses
than, as and that
thankful and grateful
that-clauses

that: omission

the matter (with)
there
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there is

think

this and that (demonstrative
pronouns and determiners)
this/that and it in discourse
through (time)

time

tonight

too

too much and too many
travel, journey, trip and voyage
turning verbs into nouns

unless

until

up and down
used + infinitive
(be) used to

verb complementation: what can
follow a verb?

verb + object + complement
verbs of movement

verbs with prepositions and
particles

verbs with two objects

wait

want

-ward(s)

way

weak and strong forms
well

when and if

where (to)
whether...or...
whether and if

which, what and who : question
words

who ever, what ever etc
whoever, whatever etc
whose (question word)
whose and who'’s

why and why not

will

wish

with

worth

would

yes and no
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Language terminology

The following words and expressions are used in this book to talk about
grammar and other aspects of language. For more information about their
meaning, see the sections where they are discussed.

abstract noun (the opposite of a concrete noun) the name of something
which we experience as an idea, not by seeing, touching etc. doubr;
height; geography.

active An active verb form is one like breaks, told, will help (not like is
broken, was told, will be helped, which are passive verb forms). The
subject of an active verb is usually the person or thing that does the
action, or is responsible for what happens.

adjective a word like green, hungry, impossible, which is used when we
describe people, things, events etc. Adjectives are used in connection with
nouns and pronouns. a green apple; she’s hungry.

adverb a word like romorrow, once, badly, there, also, which is used to say,
for example, when, where or how something happens. There are very
many kinds of adverbs with different functions; see sections 20-23.

adverb particle a word like up, out, off, used as part of a phrasal verb. clean
up, sold out, tell off.

adverbial a group of words that does the same job as an adverb.

affirmative An affirmative sentence is one that makes a statement — not a
negative sentence or a question. Compare I agree (affirmative); I don’t
agree (negative).

agent In a passive sentence, the agent is the expression that says who (or
what) an action is done by. This picture was probably painted by a child.

article A, anand the are called ‘articles’. A/an is called the ‘indefinite article’;
theis called the ‘definite article’.

assertive The words some, somebody etc are used most often in affirmative
sentences. In other kinds of sentence, they are often replaced by any,
anybody etc. Some, somebody etc are called ‘assertive forms’; any,
anybody etc are called ‘non-assertive forms’. Other non-assertive forms
are yet, ever.

attributive Adjectives placed before nouns are in ‘attributive position’.
a green shirt; my noisy son. See also predicative.

auxiliary verb a verb like be, have, do which is used with another verb to
make tenses, passive forms etc. She was writing; Where have you put it?
See also modal auxiliary verb.

bare infinitive the infinitive without t0. Let me go.

clause a part of a sentence which contains a subject and a verb, usually
joined to the rest of the sentence by a conjunction. Mary said that she
was tired. The word clauseis also sometimes used for structures
containing participles or infinitives (with no subject or conjunction).
Not knowing what to do, I telephoned Robin; I persuaded her to try a new
method.

cleft sentence a sentence in which special emphasis is given to one part
(e.g. the subject or the object) by using a structure with it or what.
It was you that caused the accident; What I need is a beer.
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collective noun a singular word used to refer to a group. family; team.

comparative the form of an adjective or adverb made with-er (older, faster),
also the structure more + adjective/adverb, used in the same way (more
useful;, more politely).

complement (1) a part of a sentence that gives more information about the
subject (after be, seem and some other verbs), or, in some structures,
about the object. You're the right person to help; She looks very kind,
The President appointed Bristow his confidential adviser. (2) structure or
words needed after a noun, adjective, verb or preposition. the intention to
invest; full of water; try phoning; down the street.

compound A compound noun, verb, adjective, preposition, etc is one that is
made of two or more parts. bus-driver; get on with; one-eyed; in spite of.

concrete noun (the opposite of an abstract noun) the name of something
which we can experience by seeing, touching etc. cloud; petrol; raspberry.

conditional (1) a verb form made by using the modal auxiliary would (also
should in the first person). I would run; she would sing; I should think.
(2) a clause or sentence containing if (or a word with a similar meaning),
and often containing a conditional verb form. If you try you'll understand,
I should be surprised if she knew; What would you have done if the train
had been late?

conjunctlon a word like and, but, although, because, when, if, which can be
used to join clauses together. I rang because I was worried about you.

continuous the same as progressive.

contraction a short form in which a subject and an auxiliary verb, or a verb
and the word not, are joined together into one word. I'm; who'll; can’t.

co-ordinate clause one of two or more clauses of equal ‘value’ that make up
a sentence. A co-ordinate clause does not function as a subject, object,
complement or adverbial in another clause. Shall I come to your place or
would you like to come to mine? It’s cooler today and there’s a bit of a
wind, See also subordinate clause.

copular verb be, seem, feel and other verbs which link a subject to a
complement which describes it. My mother is in Jersey, He seems
unhappy; This feels sofft.

countable noun a noun like car, dog, idea, which can have a plural form, and
can be used with the indefinite article a/an. See also uncountable noun.

dangling participle the same as misrelated participle.

declarative question a question which has the same grammatical form as a
statement. That's your girl-friend?

definite article the.

degree saying ‘how much’ something is true. Adverbs of degree are, for
example, quite, rather, very, too.

demonstrative this/these; that/those.

determiner one of a group of words that are normally used at the beginning
of noun phrases. Determiners include a/an, the, my, this, each, either,
several, more, both, all.

direct object see object.

direct speech speech reported ‘directly’, in the words used by the original
speaker (more or less), without any changes of tense, pronouns etc.
She looked me straight in the eye and said, ‘This is my money.” See also
indirect speech.
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discourse marker a word or expression which shows the connection
between what is being said and the rest of the ‘discourse’ (e.g. what came
before or after, or the speaker’s attitude to what he/she is saying). on the
other hand; frankly; as a matter of fact.

duration the length of time something lasts. The preposition for can be used
with an expression of time to indicate duration.

ellipsis leaving out words when their meaning can be understood from the
context. (It's a) Nice day, isn't it? It was better than I expected (it would be).

emphasis giving special importance to one part of a word or sentence (for
example by pronouncing it more loudly; by writing it in capital letters; by
using do in an affirmative clause; by using special word order).

emphatic pronoun reflexive pronoun (myself, yourself, himselfetc) used to
emphasise a noun or pronoun. I'll tell him myself; I wouldn’t sell this to
the King himself. See also reflexive pronouns.

ending something added to the end of a word, e.g. -er, -ing, -ed.

first person see person.

formal the style used when talking politely to strangers, on special occasions,
in some literary writing, in business letters, etc. For example, commence is
a more formal word than start.

frequency Adverbs of frequency say how often something happens. often;
never; daily; occasionally.

fronting moving a part of a clause to the beginning in order to give it special
emphasis. Jack I like, but his wife I can’t stand.

future tense a verb form made with the auxiliary verb shall/will. 1shall
arrive; Will it matter?

future perfect tense a verb form made with shall/will + have + past
participle. I will have finished by lunchtime.

future progressive a verb form made with shall/will+ be + ...ing. [ will be
needing the car this evening.

gender the use of different grammatical forms to show the difference
between masculine, feminine and neuter, or between human and non-
human. ke, she, it; who, which.

genitive the form of a noun made with s or §’, used to show (for instance)
possession. Also called possessive. the earth’s gravity; birds’ nests.

gradable Pretty, hard or cold are gradable adjectives: things can be more or
less pretty, hard or cold. Adverbs of degree (like rather, very) can be used
with gradable words. Perfect or dead are not gradable words: we do not
usually say that something is more or less perfect, or very dead.

grammar the rules that say how words are combined, arranged and changed
to show different meanings.

hanging participle the same as misrelated participle.

hypothetical Conditional verbs and structures are often used to talk about
hypothetical situations - that is to say, situations which may not happen,
or which are not real. What would you do if you had three months free?

identifying relative clause a relative clause which identifies the noun it refers
to — that is to say, it tells us which person or thing is being talked about.
There’s the woman who tried to steal your cat. (The relative clause who
tried to steal your catidentifies the woman - it tells us which woman is
meant.) See also non-identifying relative clause.

imperative the form of a verb used to give orders, make suggestions, etc.
Bring me a pen; Have a good holiday.
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indefinite article a/an.

indirect object see object.

indirect speech a structure in which we report what somebody said by
making it part of our own sentence (so that the tenses, word order, and
pronouns and other words may be different from those used by the
original speaker). Compare: He said, ‘I’'m tired’ (the original speaker’s
words are reported in direct speech); He said that he was tired (the
original speaker’s words are reported in indirect speech).

infinitive the ‘base’ form of a verb (usually with to), used after another verb,
after an adjective or noun, or as the subject or object of a sentence. I want
10 go home; It’s easy to sing; ['ve got a plan to start a business; To err is
human, to forgive divine.

informal the style used in ordinary conversation, personal letters, etc, when
there is no special reason to speak politely or carefully. Get is used mostly
in an informal style; start is a more informal word than commence.

-ing form the form of a verb ending in -ing. finding; keeping; running; firing.

initial at the beginning. Sometimesis an adverb that can go in initial position
in a sentence. Sometimes I wish I had never been born.

intensifying making stronger, more emphatic. Very and ferribly are
intensifying adverbs.

interrogative Interrogative words and structures are used for asking
questions. In an interrogative sentence, there is an auxiliary verb before
the subject (e.g. Can you swim?). What, who and where are interrogative
words.

intransitive An intransitive verb is one that cannot have an object or be used
in the passive. smile; fall; come; go.

inversion a structure in which a verb (or part of a verb) comes before its
subject. Here comes John; Under no circumstances are visitors allowed to
feed the animals.

irregular not following the normal rules. An irregular verb has a past tense
and/or past participle that does not end in -ed (e.g. swam, taken); children
is an irregular plural.

main clause, subordinate clause Some sentences consist of a main clause
and one or more subordinate clauses. A subordinate clause acts like a part
of the main clause (e.g. like a subject, or an object, or an adverbial). Where
she is doesn’t matter. (The subordinate clause Where she is is the subject
of the main clause.) I rold you that I didn’t care. (The subordinate clause
that I didn’t care is the direct object in the main clause.) Wherever you go,
you'll find Coca-cola. (The subordinate clause Wherever you go acts like an
adverb in the main clause; compare You'll find Coca-cola anywhere.)

main verb the verb which is used as the basis for the main clause in a
sentence. In the sentence Running into the room, she started to cry,
started is the main verb.

manner an adverb of manner describes how something happens. well;
suddenly; fast.

mid-position If an adverb is in mid-position in a sentence, it is between the
subject and the main verb. I definitely agree with you.

misrelated participle a participle which does not have a subject in the
sentence. Looking out of the window, the mountains seemed very
close. The construction is usually avoided, because of the possibility of
misunderstanding.
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modal auxiliary verb one of the verbs can, could, may, might, must, will,
shall, would, should, ought.

modify An adjective is said to ‘modify’ the noun it is used with: it adds to or
changes its meaning. An adverb can modify a verb (e.g. run fast), an
adjective (e.g. completely ready) or other words or expressions. In sports
car, the first noun modifies the second.

negative a negative sentence is one in which the word not is used with the
verb. I don’t know.

nominal relative clause a relative clause (usually introduced by what) which
acts as the subject, object or complement of a sentence. I gave him what
he needed.

non-assertive sce assertive.

non-identifying relative clause arelative clause which does not identify the
noun it refers to (because we already know which person or thing is
meant). There’s Hannah Smith, who tried to steal my cat. (The relative
clause, who tried to steal my cat, does not identify the person — she is
already identified by the name Hannah Smith.) See also identifying
relative clause.

noun a word like oil, memory, arm, which can be used with an article. Nouns
are most often the names of people or things. Personal names (e.g.
George), and place-names (e.g. Birmingham) are called ‘proper nouns’;
they are usually used without articles.

noun phrase a group of words (e.g. article + adjective + noun) which acts as a
subject, object or complement of a clause. the last bus.

number the way in which differences between singular and plural are shown
grammatically. The differences between house and houses, mouse and
mice, this and these are differences of number.

object a noun or pronoun that normally comes after the verb, in an active
clause. The direct object refers to a person or thing affected by the action
of the verb. In the sentence Take the dog for a walk, the dogis the direct
object. The indirect object usually refers to a person who receives the
direct object. In the sentence Ann gave me a watch, the indirect object is
me, and the direct object is a watch.

participle see present participle and past participle.

participle clause a clause-like structure which contains a participle, not a
finite verb form. Discouraged by his failure, he resigned from his job;
Having a couple of hours to spare, I went to see a film.

passive a passive verb form is made with be + past participle (e.g. is broken,
was told, will be helped - not breaks, told, will help, which are active verb
forms). The subject of a passive verb is usually the person or thing that is
affected by the action of the verb. Compare: They sent Lucas to prison for
five years (active); Lucas was sent to prison for five years (passive).

past participle a verb form like broken, gone, stopped, which can be used to
form perfect tenses and passives, or as an adjective. (The meaning is not
necessarily past, in spite of the name.)

past perfect tense a verb form made with had + past participle. I had
forgotten; The children had arrived; she had been working; It had been
raining. The first two examples are past perfect simple; the last two (with
had been + . . .ing) are past perfect progressive.

past progressive tense a verb form made with was/were+ . ..ing.
Twas going; They were stopping.
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past simple tense see simple past tense.
perfect averb form made with the auxiliary have + past participle. I have
Jorgotten; She had failed; having arrived; to have finished.
perfect conditional should/would have + past participle. I should /would
have agreed; He would have known.
perfect infinitive ro have + past participle. to have arrived; to have gone.
person the way in which, in grammar, we show the difference between the
person speaking (first person), the person spoken to (second person), and
the people or things spoken about (third person). The differences
between am, are and is are differences of person. N
personal pronouns the words [, me, you, he, him etc.
phrase two or more words that function together as a group. dead tired; the
silly old woman; would have been repaired; in the country.
phrasal verb a verb that is made up of two parts: a ‘base’ verb followed by an
adverb particle. fill up; run over; take in.
plural grammatical form used to refer to more than one person, thing etc.
we; buses; children; are; many; these. See also singular.
possessive a form used to show possession and similar ideas. John'’s; our;
mine.
possessive pronoun Mine, yours, hers etc are usually called ‘possessive
pronouns’. My, your, her etc are often called ‘possessive adjectives’
(although in fact they are determiners, not adjectives).
postmodifier a word which comes after the word which it modifies, e.g.
invitedin The people invited all came late. See also premodifier.
predicative adjectives placed after a verb like be, seem, look are in predicative
position. She looks happy; The house is enormous. See also attributive.
premodifier a word that comes before the noun it modifies, e.g. invited in
an invited audience. See also postmodifier.
preparatory subject, preparatory object When the subject of a sentence is an
infinitive or a clause, we usually put it towards the end of the sentence
and use the pronoun it as a preparatory subject (e.g. It is important to get
enough sleep). There can also be used as a kind of preparatory subject
(usually in the structure there is); and it can be used as a preparatory
object in certain structures (e.g. He made it clear that he disagreed).
preposition a word like on, off, of, into, normally followed by a noun or
pronoun.
prepositional verb a verb that has two parts: a ‘base’ verb and a preposition.
insist on; care for.
present participle the verb-form ending in -ing. She was running; Opening
his newspaper, he started to read; I hate the noise of crying babies. (The
meaning is not necessarily present, in spite of the name.)
present perfect tense a verb form made with have/has + past participle.
I have forgotten; The children have arrived; I've been working all day;
It has been raining. The first two examples are present perfect simple;
the last two (with have been + . . .ing) are present perfect progressive.
present progressive tense a verb form made with am/are/is + .. .ing.
P'm going; She is staying for two weeks.
present simple tense see simple present tense.
progressive A verb form made with be + .. .ing (e.g. to be going; we were
wondering) is called progressive.
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progressive infinitive a form like to be going; to be waiting.

pronoun a word like iz, yourself, their, which is used instead of a more precise
noun or noun phrase (like the cat, Peter’s self, the family’s). The word
pronoun can also be used for a determiner when this ‘includes’ the
meaning of a following noun which has been left out. ‘Which bottle would
you like?’ —Tll take both.’ (Both stands for both bottles, and we can say that
itis used as a pronoun.)

proper noun anoun (normally with no article) which is the name of a
particular person, place, organization, etc. Andrew; Brazil; Marks and
Spencer.

quantifier a word or expression like many, few, little, several, plenty, a lot,
which is used in a noun phrase to show how many or how much we are
talking about. Most quantifiers are determiners.

question tag an expression like isn't it? or don’t you? (consisting of auxiliary
verb + pronoun subject) put on to the end of a sentence. It’s a nice day,
isn’tit?

reflexive pronouns myself, yourself, himself etc. I cut myself shaving this
morning. See also emphatic pronoun.

regular following the normal rules. Hoped is a regular past tense; catsis a
regular plural. See also irregular.

reinforcement tag a tag which repeats (and so reinforces or strengthens) the
meaning of the subject and verb. You're a real idiot, you are.

relative clause a clause introduced by a relative pronoun, like who or which.
Ilike people who like me. See also identifying relative clause;
non-identifying relative clause.

relative pronoun one of the pronouns who, whom, whose, which and that
(and sometimes what, when, where and why). A relative pronoun is used
to repeat the meaning of a previous noun; at the same time, it connects a
relative clause to the rest of the sentence (so it acts as a conjunction and a
pronoun at the same time). Is this the child that was causing all that
trouble?

reply question a question (similar in structure to a question tag) used to
reply to a statement (for instance to express interest). Tve been invited to
spend the weekend in London.’ ~ ‘Have you, dear?’

second person see person.

sentence a group of words that expresses a statement, command, question
or exclamation. A sentence consists of one or more clauses, and usually
has at least one subject and verb. In writing, it begins with a capital letter
and ends with a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.

's genitive a form like John’s, the earth’s, our parents’.

short answer an answer consisting of a subject and an auxiliary verb. ‘Who's
ready for more?’ — ‘I am.

simple past tense a past verb form made without an auxiliary verb.
I stopped; You heard; We saw.

simple present tense a present verb form made without an auxiliary verb.
He goes there often; I know; I like chocolate.

simple tense a tense that is not progressive. I went; she wants; they have
arrived.

singular a grammatical form used to talk about one person, thing, etc, or
about an ‘uncountable’ quantity or mass. me; bus; water; is; much;
this. See also plural.
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slang a word, expression or special use of language found mainly in very
informal speech, especially in the usage of particular groups of people.
thick (= ‘stupid’); lose one’s cool (= ‘get upset’).

split infinitive structure in which an adverb comes between fo and the
infinitive verb form (sometimes considered ‘incorrect’). fo easily
understand.

standard A standard form of a language, or a standard accent, is one that is
usually used by the most educated or influential people in a country, and
is therefore considered more widely acceptable or ‘correct’ than other
forms, and taught in schools. The standard language is the one normally
used for writing. I'm not is standard English; I ain’tis non-standard, or
sub-standard.

statement a sentence which gives information. I'm cold; Philip stayed out
all night.

stress the way in which one or more parts of a word, phrase or sentence are
made to sound more important than the rest (by using a louder voice
and/or higher pitch). In the word particular, the main stress is on the
second syllable /pa'tikjala/. In the sentence 'Where'’s the 'new 'secretary?
there are three stresses.

strong form Certain words can be pronounced in two ways: slowly and
carefully (‘strong form’), or with a quicker pronunciation with the vowel
13/ or 11/ (‘weak form’). can (/keen/, /kan/); was (/woz/, iwaz/);
he (/hi/, /h/).

subject a noun or pronoun that comes before the verb in an ordinary
affirmative sentence. It often says (in an active sentence) who or what
does the action that the verb refers to. Helen broke another glass today;
Oil floats on water.

subject-tag a tag which repeats or identifies the subject. She’s an idiot,
that girl.

subjunctive averb form (not very common in British English) used in certain
structures. If I were you, .. .; It’'s important that he be informed
immediately.

subordinate clause a clause which functions as part of another clause (e.g. as
subject, object or adverbial in the main clause of a sentence). I thought
that you understood; What I need is a drink; I'll follow you wherever you
go. See also clause, main clause.

sub-standard not in the standard language, and considered ‘incorrect’.
Tain’t ready; She don’t agree; He already done it.

superlative the form of an adjective or adverb made with the suffix -est (e.g.
oldest, fastest); also the structure most + adjective/adverb, used in the
same way (e.g. most intelligent, most politely).

tag ashort phrase (e.g. auxiliary verb + pronoun subject) added on to the
end of a sentence. She doesn’t care, does she? See also question tag,
reinforcement tag, subject tag.

tense a verb form which shows the time of an action or event. will go
(future); is sitting (present); saw (past).

third person see person.

transitive A transitive verb is one that can have an object. eat (a meal); drive
(a car); give (a present). See also intransitive.
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uncountable noun a noun which has no plural form and cannot normally be
used with the article a/an. mud; rudeness; furniture.

verb a word like ask, wake, play, be, can, which can be used with a subject to
form the basis of a clause. Most verbs refer to actions or states. See also
auxiliary verb, modal auxiliary verb.

verb phrase a verb that has several parts. would have been forgotten.

weak form see strong form.
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Phonetic alphabet

;.

It is necessary to use a special alphabet to show the pronunciation of English
words, because the ordinary English alphabet does not have enough letters
to represent all the sounds of the language. The following list contains all the
letters of the phonetic alphabet used in this book, with examples of the
words in which the sounds that they refer to are found.

Vowels and diphthongs (double vowels)

seat /sit/, feel /fi:l/

sit /sit/, in /1n/

set /set/, any /'eni:/

sat /saet/, match /meet[/
march /maz:tf/, after /'a:fta(r)/
pot /pot/, gone /gon/

port /po:t/, law /1o:/

good /gud/, could /kud/
food /fu:d/, group /grup/
much /matf/, front /frant/
turn /t3:n/, word /w3:d/
away /3'wel/, collect /ka'lekt/,
until /an'til/

veprpgaYooRg® T

Consonants

pull /pvl/, cup /kap/
bull /bul/, rob /rob/
ferry /'feriy/, life /larf/
very /'verit/, live /liv/
think /61yk/, bath /ba:6/
then /Ben/, with /wid/
take /teik/, set /set/
day /det/, red /red/
sing /sm/, rice /ra1s/
zoo [zu:/, days /deiz/
show /fou/, wish /wif/
pleasure /'pleza(r)/,
occasion /a'kerzn/

W= N QD d O

The sign () shows stress (see 540).

€I
ar
21
90
ao
1o
€9
U9

take /teik/, wait /wert/

mine /mam/, light /lait/

oil /o11/, boy /boy/

no /nav/, open /'svpan/

house /haus/, now /nav/

hear /hia(r)/, deer /dia(r)/

air /ea(r)/, where /wea(r)/

tour /tua(r)/, endure /imn'djua(r)/

cheap /tfi:p/, catch /kaetf/
jail /dze1l/, bridge /bridz/
case /keis/, take /terk/

go /gau/, rug /rag/

my /mai/, come /kam/

no /nav/, on /on/

sing /siy/, finger /'finga(r)/
love /1av/, hole /havl/
round /ravnd/, carry /'keri:/
well /wel/

young /jan/

house /haus/
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abbreviated styles 1

1 abbreviated styles

Some styles of writing and speech have their own special grammar rules,
often because of the need to save space or time.

1 advertisements and instructions

Small ads and instructions often leave out articles, subject or object
pronouns, forms of be and prepositions.
Cars wanted for cash. Contact Evans, 6 Latton Square.
(NOT -Cars-arewantedforcash. . .)
Single man looking for flat Oxford area. Phone 806127 weekend:s.
Job needed urgently. Will do anything legal. Call 312654.
Pour mixture into large saucepan, heat until boiling, then add three
pounds sugar and leave on low heat for 45 minutes.
Can be assembled in ten minutes. Easy to clean. Simple controls. Batteries
not included.

2 notes

Informal notes, diary entries etc often follow similar rules.
Gone to hairdresser. Back 12.30.
Book tickets phone Ann see Joe 11.00 meeting Sue lunch

The same style may be used in postcards and short informal letters.
Dear Gran
Watching tennis on TV. A good book. Three meals a day. No washing-up.
Clean sheets every day. Everything done for me. Yes, you've guessed - in
hospital!!
Only went to doctor for cold — landed up in hospital with pneumonia!! If
you have time please tell the others — would love some letters to cheer me up.
Hope to see you.
Love, Pam

3 commentaries

Commentaries on fast-moving events like football matches also have their
own grammar. Less important verbs are often left out.
Goal kick ... And the score still Spurs 3, Arsenal 1 . .. that’s Pearce ... Pearce
to Coates ... good ball . .. Sawyer running wide . .. Billings takes it, through
to Matthews, Matthews with a cross, oh, and Billings in beautifully, a good
chance there — and it’s a goal!

4 titles, notices etc

Titles, labels, headings, notices and slogans usually consist of short phrases,
not complete sentences. Articles are often left out, especially in the names of
buildings and institutions.

ROYAL HOTEL

SUPER CINEMA

INFORMATION OFFICE

BUS STOP

POLICE OUT!

MORE MONEY FOR NURSES! | 4
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abbreviations and acronyms 2

headlines

Newspaper headlines have their own special grammar and vocabulary.
For details, see 366.

RECORD DRUGS HAUL AT AIRPORT. SIX HELD

FOUR DIE IN M6 BLAZE

For other rules about leaving words out (‘ellipsis’), see 181-186.

abbreviations and acronyms

punctuation

We usually write abbreviations without full stops in modern British English.
Full stops (US ‘periods’) are normal in American English.

Mr (US Mr.) = Mister (not usually written in full)

Lid (US Ltd.) = Limited (company) kg (US kg.) = kilogram

initial-letter abbreviations

Some abbreviations are made from the first letters of several words. This
often happens with the names of organisations.

the BBC = the British Broadcasting Corporation

UNESCO = United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organisation

Some initial-letter abbreviations are pronounced letter by letter (e.g. the
BBC). Others are pronounced like words (e.g. UNESCO) - these are often
called acronyms.

letter-by-letter abbreviations: pronunciation

These abbreviations are most often stressed on the last letter.
the BBC /83 bi: bi: 'siz/ the USA /D3 ju: es'er/
If one of these abbreviations has an article (a/an or the), the form and
pronunciation of the article depend on the pronunciation of the first letter of
the abbreviation. Compare:
— anIRA attack
a US diplomat /ajur.../ (NOT -ar-US...)
— aBA degree
anMP [onem.../ (NOT -a-MP)
- theUSA/dajur.../ (NOT /Dirfur.../)
the RSPCA /Oirair.../ (NOT /B3am.../)

acronyms: articles

Articles are usually dropped in acronyms (abbreviations that are
pronounced like words).
UNESCO (NOT -the UNESCO)

plurals

An apostrophe (') is sometimes used before the s in the plurals of
abbreviations: MP’s or MPs; CD’s (= ‘compact discs’) or CDs.
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above and over 6

able

We use able especially in the structure be able + infinitive. This often has the
same meaning as can. There is a negative form unable.

Some people are able to / can walk on their hands.

Iam unable to / can’t understand what she wants.
Can is preferred in the sense of ‘know how to’, and in expressions like can
see, can hear etc (see 125).

Can you knit? (More natural than Are you able to knit?)

I can see a ship. (More natural than I am able to see a ship.)
Be able is used in cases (e.g. future, present perfect) where can/could is not
grammatically possible.

One day scientists will be able to find a cure for cancer.

(NOT ... willcanfind...)
What have you been able to find out? (NoT -What haveyorcould. . .?)

I'might be able to help you. (NoT fmightean...)
Able is not usually followed by passive infinitives.

He can’t be understood. (NoT -He’snotableto-be-understood.)

For the use of can for ability, see 122.
For other differences between could and was able, see 122.3.
For other uses of able, see a good dictionary.

about and on

Compare:
— a book for children about Africa and its peoples

a textbook on African history
— aconversation about money

a lecture on economics
We use about to talk about ordinary, more general kinds of communication.
On suggests that a book, lecture, talk etc is serious or academic, suitable for
specialists.

For some other uses of about, see 5, 60.
For some other uses of on, see 80-81.

about to

About + infinitive means ‘going to very soon’; ‘just going to’.
Don'’t go out now — we're about to have lunch.
Twas about to go to bed when the telephone rang.

In informal American English, not about to can mean ‘unwilling to’.
I'm not about to pay 100 dollars for that dress.

above and over

‘higher than’: above or over

Above and over can both mean ‘higher than’.
The water came up above/over our knees.
Can you see the helicopter above/over the palace? >
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accept and agree 7

‘not directly over’: above

We prefer above when one thing is not directly over another.
We've got a little house above the lake.

‘covering’: over

We prefer over when one thing covers and/ or touches another.
There is cloud over the South of England.
He put on a coat over his pyjamas.

We use over or across (see 9) when one thing crosses another.
The plane was flying over/across Denmark.
Electricity cables stretch over/across the fields.

measurements: above

Above is used in measurements of temperature and height, and in other
cases where we think of a vertical scale.

The temperature is three degrees above zero.

The summit of Everest is about 8000 metres above seq level.

She’s well above average in intelligence.

ages, speeds, ‘more than’: over

We usually use over, not above, to talk about ages and speeds, and to mean
‘more than’.

You have to be over 18 to see this film.

The police said she was driving at over 110 mph.

There were over 100,000 people at the festival.

see above/over

In a book or a paper, see above means ‘look at something written before’; see
over means ‘look on the next page’.

The difference between below and under is similar. See 99.
For other meanings of over, see a good dictionary.

accept and agree

Before an infinitive, we usually use agree, not accept.
I agreed to meet them here. (More normal than I accepted . . )

according to
According to X means ‘If what X says is true’. Note that after is not used in

this sense.
According to Harry, it's a good film. (NoT -After-Harry. . )
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across, over and through 9

We do not usually give our own opinions with according to. Compare:
— According to Joan, the people across the road are moving.
(= If what Joan says is true, . ..)
According to the timetable, the train gets in at 8.27.

— Inmy opinion, she’s sick. (NOT Aceordingtome,...)

For other uses of according to, see a good dictionary.

across, over and through

on/to the other side of (line): across and over

Across and over can both be used to mean ‘on or to the other side of a line,
river, road, bridge etc’.

His village is just across/over the border.

See if you can jump across/over the stream.

high things: over preferred

We prefer over to say ‘on/to the other side of something high’.
Why are you climbing over the wall? (NOT .. -across the wall?)

on flat areas; in water: across preferred

We usually prefer across to say ‘on/to the other side of a flat area or surface’,
or to talk about movement in water.

He walked right across the desert. (NOT .. .-overthedesert)

Let’s swim across the river. (NOT .. .-overtheriver)
But over is sometimes used in British English if there is no idea of arriving at
the other side.

We often walk over the fields in the evening.

the adverb over

Note that the adverb over has a wider meaning than the preposition over.
You cannot say Lets-swim-overthe riverto-the-chureh, but you can say Let’s
swim over to the church.

across and through

The difference between across and through is like the difference between
on and in. Through, unlike across, is used for a movement in a three-
dimensional space, with things on all sides. Compare:
- We walked across the ice. (We were on the ice.)

Iwalked through the wood. (I was in the wood.)
— Wedrove across the desert.

We drove through several towns.

For over and above, see 6.
For other uses of these words, see a good dictionary.
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active verb forms 10

10 active verb forms

This is a list of all the active affirmative forms of an ordinary English verb,
with their names.

simple future / will/shall work, you will work, he/she/it will work,
we will/shall work, they will work
future progressive I will/shall be working, you will be working etc
simple future perfect I will/shall have worked, you will have worked etc
future perfect progressive I will/shall have been working, you will have been
working etc
simple present I work, you work, he/shelit works, we work, they work
present progressive I am working, you are working etc
simple present perfect [ have worked, you have worked, he/she/it has worked etc
present perfect progressive [ iave been working, you have been working etc
simple past I worked, you worked, he/shelit worked etc
past progressive [ was working, you were working etc
simple past perfect I/you/etc had worked
past perfect progressive I/you/etc had been working, you had been working etc
infinitives (to) work, (fo) be working, (to) have worked, (to) have been working
-ing forms working, having worked
past participle worked

Progressive forms are called ‘continuous’ in some grammars.
Shall is rare in American English (see 221.1).

For more information about the forms and their uses, see the entry for each one.

For question forms, see 461. For negatives, see 358.

For progressive forms, see 450.

For verbs that are not used in progressive forms, see 451.

For perfect forms, see 423.

For ‘conditional’ forms, see 141 and 260-261.

For irregular verbs, see 300.

For auxiliary verbs, see 84.

For verb forms constructed with modal auxiliary verbs, see 344 and the entry for each modal
auxiliary.

For passive verb forms, see 407.

actual(ly)

meaning and use

Actual means ‘real’; actually means ‘really’ or ‘in fact'.
They can be used to correct mistakes or misunderstandings.
The book says she died aged 47, but her actual age was 43.
‘Hello, John. Nice to see you." Actually, my name’s Andy.’
They are also used to make things clearer or more precise, or to introduce
unexpected information.
I've got a new job. Actually, they've made me sales manager.
She was so angry that she actually tore up the letter.
British people often use actually to break bad news gently.
‘How did you get on with my car?’ ‘Well, actually, I'm terribly sorry, 'm
afraid I had a crash.’
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adjectives: complementation 12

Actually can suggest either that the hearer’s expectations were wrong (see
above examples), or that they were correct (especially in British English).
‘Did you enjoy your holiday?’ ‘Very much, actually.’

‘false friends’

Actual and actually are ‘false friends’ for people who speak some languages
of European origin. They do not mean the same as actuel(lement), aktuell,
attual(ment)e etc. We express these ideas with present, current, up to date; at
this moment, now, at present.
What'’s our current financial position?
(NOT ...ouractual financial position?)
In 1900 the population of London was higher than it is now.

(NOT .. -than-itactually-is.)

For actually, in fact, as a matter of fact and to tell the truth as discourse markers, see 159.

adjectives: complementation

Many adjectives can be followed by ‘complements’ — other words and
expressions that ‘complete’ their meaning. Not all adjectives are followed by
the same kind of complement. Some can be followed by preposition +
noun/-ing.
I'm interested in cookery.
I'm interested in learning to cook.
Some can be followed by infinitives.
You don’t look happy to see me.
The soup is ready to eat.
An infinitive may have its own subject, introduced by for (see 280).
I'm anxious for her to get a good education.
(= I'm anxious that she should get . . .)
Some adjectives can be followed by clauses.
I'm glad that you were able to come.
It's important that everybody should feel comfortable.
And many adjectives can have more than one kind of complement.
I'm pleased about her promotion.
I'm pleased to see you here.
I'm pleased that we seem to agree.
We rarely put adjective + complement before a noun.
He’s a difficult person to understand.

(NoT -Hesadiffieultto-understand person:)

For complementation in general, see 140.

For more information about -ing forms after adjectives, see 294.

For infinitives after adjectives, see 285.

For should in clauses after adjectives, see 497.

For subjunctives in clauses after adjectives, see 541.1.

For the prepositions that are used after some common adjectives, see 437.

For prepositions with clauses after adjectives, see 441.

For structures with ‘preparatory it’ (e.g. It is important that we move fast, She made it clear
that she distrusted all of us), see 301-302.
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adjectives ending in -ed: pronunciation 13

adjectives ending in -ed: pronunciation

A few adjectives ending in -ed have a special pronunciation: the last syllable
is pronounced /1d/ instead of /d/ or /t/. They are:

aged ['exdz1d/ (= very old) naked I'meikid/

beloved /brlavid/ ragged /'tegid/

blessed 'vlesid/ rugged 'tagid/

crooked ['krokid/ sacred ['seikrid/

cursed /'k3:sid/ wicked 'wikid/

dogged ('dogid/ wretched ['retfid/

learned ['3mid/ onefthree/four-legged /egid/

Note that aged is pronounced /eid3zd/ when it means ‘years old’ (as in He has
a daughter aged ten), or when itis a verb.

Other adjectives ending in -ed always have the normal pronunciation, with
/1d/ only afterd or ¢.
tired /tarad/ hunchbacked /antfbakt/ undecided /andrsaidid/

adjectives: order before nouns

When several adjectives come before a noun (or when nouns are used to
modify another noun), they usually have to be put in a particular order. For
instance, we say a fat old lady, not -an-oldfatiady; a small shiny black
leather handbag, not -aleather-black-shiny-small handbag. Unfortunately,

the rules for adjective order are very complicated, and different grammars
disagree about the details. Here are some of the most important rules:
colour, origin, material and purpose

Adjectives (or modifying nouns) of colour, origin, material and purpose
usually go in that order.

colour  origin material purpose noun

red Spanish  leather  riding boots

a brown German beer mug

a Venetian glass flower vase
other adjectives

Other adjectives usually go before words of colour, origin, material and
purpose. It is impossible to give exact rules, but adjectives of size, length and
height often come first.

the round glass table (NoT the glassround table)

a big, modern brick house (NOT -a¢-modern;-big brick-house)

long, flexible steel poles a tall, ancient oak-tree

judgements and attitudes

Adjectives which express judgements or attitudes usually come befare all
athers. Examples are lovely, definite, pure, absolute, extreme, perfect,
wonderful, silly.

a lovely, long, cool drink Who's that silly fat man over there?
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adjectives: position 15

numbers

Numbers usually go before adjectives.
six large eggs the second big shock

First, next and last most often go before one, two, three etc.
the first three days (more common than the three first days)
my last two jobs

commas

Before nouns, we generally use commas between adjectives (especially in
longer sequences) which give similar kinds of information, for example in
physical descriptions.

a lovely, long, cool, refreshing drink

an expensive, ill-planned, wasteful project
But commas can be dropped before short common adjectives.

a tall(,) dark(,) handsome cowboy

For and with adjectives, see 17. For commas with and, see 455.1.

adjectives: position

attributive and predicative position
Most adjectives can go in two main places in a sentence:

before a noun (‘attributive position’)
The new secretary doesn’t like me.
He’s going out with a rich businesswoman.

after be, seem, look, become and other ‘copular’ verbs (‘predicative position’)
That dress is new, isn'tit?  She looks rich. I feel unhappy.

For adjectives with pronouns (e.g. Poor you!), see 424.3.
For details of the verbs that can be followed by adjectives (‘copular verbs’), see 147.

adjectives used only in attributive position

Some adjectives are used only (or mostly) in attributive position. After a verb,
other words must be used. Common examples of such adjectives are:

elder and eldest (mainly British English — see 180) Compare:
My elder sister is a pilot. She’s three years older than me.
live (meaning ‘not dead’) Compare:
a live fish It’s still alive.
old (referring to relationships that have lasted a long time)
an old friend (not the same as a friend who is old)
little (see 511) Compare:
a nice little house The house is quite small.
intensifying (emphasising) adjectives
He’s a mere child. (BuT NoT Thatchildismere.)
It’s sheer madness. (BUT NoT Thatmadness-issheer) |
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adjectives: position 15

adjectives used only in predicative position

Some adjectives beginning with a-, and a few others, are used mainly in
predicative position - after a verb. Common examples: afloat, afraid, alight,
alike, alive, alone, asleep, awake. Compare:
— The baby’s asleep.
a sleeping baby (NoT -an-asleep-baby)
— The ship’s still afloat.
a floating leaf
— Hewas afraid.
a frightened man
The adjectives ill and well are most common in predicative position. Before
a noun, many people prefer other words. Compare:
—~ He’s very well.
a healthy/fit man
~ You lookill.
Nurses look after sick people.

For other uses of well, see 589.
For more information about ill and sick, see 266.
For very with afraid, see 25.3.

attributive adjectives after nouns

In older English (see 388), it was quite common to put attributive adjectives
after nouns, especially in poetry and songs.

He came from his palace grand.
In modern English, this is only possible in a few cases. It happens in some
fixed phrases.

Secretary General court martial (= military court)
Poet Laureate President elect
Attorney General

Some adjectives can be used after nouns in a similar way to relative clauses.
This is common with adjectives ending in -able/-ible.

Send all the tickets available. (= . . .tickets which are available.)

It’s the only solution possible.
Some adverbs can also be used like this.

the woman upstairs the people outside
Before a noun, present refers to time; after a noun it means ‘here/there’, ‘not
absent’. Compare:

the present members (= those who are members now)

the members present (= those who are/were at the meeting)
Before a noun, proper means ‘real’, ‘genuine’ (especially GB). After a noun it
refers to the central or main part of something. Compare:

Snowdon’s a proper mountain, not a hill.

After two days marching through the foothills, they found themselves at the

base of the mountain proper.

For the position and meaning of opposite, see 397.
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something, everything etc

Adjectives come after something, everything, anything, nothing, somebody,
anywhere and similar words.

Have you read anything interesting lately?

Let’s go somewhere quiet.

eXpI‘ESSiOIlS of measurement

Adjectives come after the measurement noun in most expressions of
measurement.

two metres high

two miles long

ten years older \

six feet deep \

For word order with worth, see 603.

attributive adjectives with complements

When an adjective has its own complement (e.g. skilled at design), the whole
expression normally comes after the noun in attributive position.

We are looking for people skilled at design.

(NOT .. skilled-atdesignpeople.)

A relative clause is often more natural.

We are looking for people who are skilled at design.
In some cases an adjective can be put before a noun and its complement
after it. This happens with different, similar, the same; next, last, first, second
etc; comparatives and superlatives; and a few other adjectives like difficulr
and easy.

a different life from this one

the next house to the Royal Hotel (especially GB)

the second train from this platform

the best mother in the world

a difficult problem to solve

verb + object + adjective

Another possible position for adjectives is after the object, in the structure
verb + object + adjective.

I'll get the car ready.

Do I make you happy?

Let’s paint the kitchen yellow.

For information about noun modifiers (e.g. a leather jacket), see 378.
For the order of adjectives and other modifiers before nouns, see 14.
For the use of and between adjectives, see 17.

For commas between adjectives, see 14.5.
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adjectives: position after as, how, so, too 16

adjectives: position after as, how, so, too

Normally adjectives go after the article a/an.

a beautiful voice
But after as, how, so, too and this/that meaning so, adjectives go before a/an.
This structure is common in a formal style.

as/how/so/too/this/that + adjective + a/an + noun

I have as good a voice as you.
How good a pianist is he?
It was so warm a day that I could hardly work
She is too polite a person to refuse.
I couldn’t afford that big a car.
The structure is not possible without a/an. -
I like your country - it’s so beautiful.
(NOoT

Hikeyourso-beautiful country)
Those girls are too kind to refuse. (NOT -They-aretoo-kind girlstorefuse.)

For structures with such and what + adjective + noun, see 543.3, 544.1 and 201.2.
For the structure with adjective + as in expressions like tired as I was. . ., see 71.

adjectives with and

When two or more adjectives (or other modifiers) come together, we
sometimes put and before the last one and sometimes not. It depends partly
on their position in the sentence.

after a verb

When adjectives come in predicative position (after be, seern and similar
verbs — see 147), we usually put and before the last one.

He was tall, dark and handsome.

You're like a winter’s day: short, dark and dirty.
In a very literary style, and is sometimes left out.

My soul is exotic, mysterious, incomprehensible.

before a noun

In attributive position (before a noun), and is less common.

a tall, dark, handsome cowboy
However, and is possible when the adjectives describe the same kind of
thing (for example appearance or character).

a cruel (and) vicious tyrant

a tall (and) elegant lady
And has to be used when two or more adjectives (or other modifiers) refer to
different parts of something.

ayellow and black sports car

a concrete and glass factory

For more information about the use of and, see 51.
For commas with adjectives, see 14.5.
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18 adjectives without nouns

We cannot usually leave out a noun after an adjective.
Poor little boy! (NoT -Poorlittle!)
The most important thing is to be happy.
(NOT Fhemostimportant-is-to-be-happy)
But there are some exceptions.

1 well-known groups

The + adjective is used to talk about certain well-known groups of people,
especially those in a particular physical or social condition.

He’s collecting money for the blind.

The unemployed are losing hope.
The meaning is usually general, but occasionally a more limited group is
referred to.

After the accident, the injured were taken to hospital.
The most common expressions of this kind are:

the blind the old -
the dead the poor

the deaf therich

the handicapped the unemployed

the jobless the young

the mentally ill

The above expressions are always plural: the dead means ‘all dead people’ or
the dead people’, but not ‘the dead person’.
Note that these expressions cannot be used with a possessive ’s.
the problems of the poor OR poor people’s problems
(NOT +thepoor'sproblems)
Adjectives are not normally used in this way without the.

This government doesn’t care about the poor. (NOT .. -about poer:)
However, adjectives without the are sometimes possible after quantifiers like
many and more, in paired structures with and or or, and after possessives.

There are more unemployed than ever before.

opportunities for both rich and poor

Give me your tired, your poor, . ..

‘

2 adjectives of nationality

A few adjectives of nationality ending in -sh or -ch (see 354.3) are used after
the without nouns. They include Irish, Welsh, English, British, Spanish,
Dutch, French.

The Irish are very proud of their sense of humour.
These expressions are plural; singular equivalents are for example an
Irishwoman, a Welshman (NoT -aWelsh).

Where nouns exist, these are preferred to expressions with the. . .ish:
we say the Danes or the Turks, not -the- Danish or -the Turkish. >
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singular/plural examples

In a few formal fixed phrases, the + adjective can have a singular meaning.
These include the accused, the undersigned, the deceased, the former and
the latter.

The accused was released on bail.

... Mr Gray and Mrs Cook; the latter is a well-known designer.
Plural meanings are also possible (e.g. The accused were released on bail).

abstract ideas

Adjectives are sometimes used after the to refer to general abstract ideas,
especially in certain kinds of philosophical writing. (Examples: the beautiful,
the supernatural, the unreal.) These expressions are singular.

She’s interested in the supernatural.

leaving out nouns

We often leave out a noun that has already been mentioned, or which does
not need to be mentioned, when thinking about a choice between two or
more different kinds of thing.

‘Have you got any bread?’ ‘Do you want white or brown?’

I'd like two three-hour video-cassettes and one four-hour.
Superlatives are often used in this way.

I'm the tallest in my family.

We bought the cheapest.
Colour adjectives can sometimes have a plural -s in this situation.

Wash the reds and blues separately. (= red and blue clothes)

For other cases where nouns are left out after adjectives and determiners, see 184.

adverb particles

adverb particles and prepositions

Words like down, in, up are not always prepositions. Compare:
~ Iran down the road.
Please sit down.
— He's in his office.
You can go in.
~ Something’s climbing up my leg.
She’s not up yet.

In the expressions down the road, in his office and up my leg, the words
down, in and up are prepositions: they have objects (the road, his office and
my leg).

In sit down, go in and She’s not up, the words down, in and up have no
objects. They are adverbs, not prepositions.
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adverbs of manner and adjectives 20

Small adverbs like these are usually called ‘adverb(ial) particles’. They
include above, about, across, ahead, along, (a)round, aside, away, back,
before, behind, below, by, down, forward, in, home, near, off, on, out, over,
past, through, under, up. Many words of this kind can be used as both
adverb particles and prepositions, but there are some exceptions: for
example back, away (only adverb particles); from, during (only
prepositions).

phrasal verbs

Adverb particles often join together with verbs to make two-word verbs,
sometimes with completely new meanings (e.g. break down, put off, work
out, give up). These are often called ‘phrasal verbs’.

Note that, unlike most other adverbs, adverb particles can come just before
the object of a verb (if the object is a noun — see 582.3).
Could you switch off the light?

For details of phrasal and prepositional verbs, see 582.
For information about the position of adverbs, see 22-23.

adverb particles with be

Adverb particles are often used, rather like adjectives, as complements of the
verb be.

Why are all the lights on?

Hello! You're back!

The match will be over by 4.30.

For inverted word order 1n sentences beginning with an adverb particle (e.g. Out walked
Sarah), see 299.

adverbs of manner and adjectives

adverbs of manner with verbs

Adverbs of manner say how something happens or is done.

Examples: quickly, happily, terribly, fast, badly, well.

These adverbs should not be confused with adjectives (happy, quick etc).
We use adverbs, not adjectives, to modify verbs.

RS

verb + adverb

We’'ll have to think quickly. (NOT .. to-think quick.)

She danced happily into the room. (NOT -She-danced -happy. . .)
She sang badly. (NoT -Shesargbad:)
Idon’t remember him very well. (NoOT .. .verygood.) >
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But note that adjective forms are sometimes used as adverbs in an informal
style, especially in American English (see 21).
She talks funny.

For the use of adjectives after copular verbs like look or seem, see 147.

2 other uses

These adverbs can also modify adjectives, past participles, other adverbs and
adverbial phrases.

R
adverb + adjective

‘ ~
It’s terribly cold today. (NOT .. terriblecold:)

3
adverb + past participle

This steak is very badly cooked. (NoT .. -bad-cooked.)

adverb + adverb

v -
They're playing unusually fast. (NOT .. -unusualfast)

3
adverb + adverbial phrase

I v
He was madly in love with her. NoT .. -mad. . .)

For adjectives ending in -ly, see the next section.

For adverbs and adjectives with the same form, see the next section.
For the adjective well, see 589.

For the position of adverbs of manner, see 23.6, 23.10, 23.14.

For spelling rules, see 530.

21 adverbs or adjectives? confusing cases

1 adjectives ending in -ly

Some words ending in -ly are adjectives, and not normally adverbs.
Common examples: costly, cowardly, deadly, friendly, likely, lively, lonely,
lovely, silly, ugly, unlikely.

She gave me a friendly smile.

Her singing was lovely.
There are no adverbs friendly/friendlily, lovely/lovelily etc.

She smiled in a friendly way. (NoT -She-sniiled friendly)
He gave a silly laugh. (NoT -Helaughed-silly.)
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Daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, early and leisurely are both adjectives and
adverbs.

It's a daily paper. It comes out daily.

an early train Igotup early.

adjectives and adverbs with the same form;
adverbs with two forms

Some adjectives and adverbs have the same form: for example, a fast car goes
fast; if you do hard work, you work hard. In other cases, the adverb may have
two forms (e.g. late and lately), one like the adjective and the other with -Iy.
There is usually a difference of meaning or use. Some examples follow; for
more detailed information, check in a good dictionary.

clean The adverb clean means ‘completely’ before forget (informal) and
some expressions of movement.

Sorry 1didn’t turn up - I clean forgot.

The explosion blew the cooker clean through the wall.

dead The adverb dead is used in certain expressions to mean ‘exactly’,
‘completely’ or ‘very’. Examples:
dead ahead, dead certain, dead drunk, dead right, dead slow (GB only),
dead straight, dead sure, dead tired
Note that deadly is an adjective, meaning ‘fatal’, ‘causing death’. The adverb
for this meaning is fatally. Compare:
Cyanide is a deadly poison. -
She was fatally injured in the crash. -

direct Direct is often used as an adverb in British English, referring to
journeys and timetables.
The plane goes direct from London to Houston without stopping.

easy Easy is used as an adverb in some informal expressions.
Take it easy! (= Relax!) Easier said than done.
Go easy! (= Not too fast!) Easy come, easy go.

fair Fair is used as an adverb after a verb in some expressions.
to play fair to fight fair to hit something fair and square
For the adverb of degree fairly, see 205.

fast Fast can mean both ‘quick’ and ‘quickly’ (a fast car goes fast). Fast
means ‘completely’ in the expression fast asleep, and it means ‘tight’,
‘impossible to remove’ in expressions like hold fast, stick fast, fast colours.

fine The adverb fine (= ‘well’) is used in some informal expressions.

That suits me fine. You're doing fine.
The adverb finely is used to talk about small careful adjustments and similar
ideas.

a finely tuned engine  finely chopped onions (= ‘cut up very small’) »
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flat Flat can be used as an adverb in a musical sense (fo sing flat means ‘to
sing on a note that is too low’). In most other cases, the adverb is flatly.

free The adverb free (used after a verb) means ‘without payment’; freely
means ‘without limit or restriction’. Compare:

You can eat free in my restaurant whenever you like.

You can speak freely — I won't tell anyone what you say.

hard The adverb hard has a similar meaning to the adjective.
Hitit hard. Don’t work too hard.

Hardly means ‘almost not’.
I've hardly got any clean clothes left.

For the use of hardly ... when in clauses of time, see 237.

high High refers to height; highly expresses an extreme degree (it often
means ‘very much’). Compare:
— He can jump really high.
Throw it as high as you can.
— It's highly amusing.
Ican highly recommend it.

just Just is an adverb with several meanings (see 305). There is also an
adjective just, meaning ‘in accordance with justice or the law’; the adverb is
Justly.

He was justly punished for his crimes.

late The adverb late has a similar meaning to the adjective late; lately means
‘recently’. Compare:
I hate arriving late. I haven't been to the theatre much lately.

loud Loud is often used informally as an adverb after a verb.
Don't talk so loud — you’ll wake the whole street.

low Low is an adjective and adverb (a low bridge, a low voice, bend low).

most Most is the superlative of much, and is used to form superlative
adjectives and adverbs (see 136).
Which part of the concert did you like most?
This is the most extraordinary day of my life.
In a formal style, most can be used to mean ‘very’ (see 153).
You're a most unusual person.
Mostly means ‘mainly’, ‘most often’ or ‘in most cases’.
My friends are mostly non-smokers.

pretty The informal adverb of degree pretty is similar to rather (see 205,
468). Prettily means ‘in a pretty way’. Compare:
I'm getting pretty fed up. Isn’t your little girl dressed prettily?

quick In an informal style, quick is often used instead of quickly, especially
after verbs of movement.
I'll get back as quick as I can.

real Ininformal American English, real is often used instead of really before
adjectives and adverbs.
That was real nice. He cooks real well.
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right Right with adverb phrases means ‘just’, ‘exactly’ or (GB only) ‘all
the way’.

She arrived right after breakfast.

The snowball hit me right on the nose.

Turn the gas right down. (GB)
Right and rightly can both be used to mean ‘correctly’. Right is only used
after verbs, and is usually informal. Compare:

I rightly assumed that Henry was not coming.

You guessed right. It serves you right. (. . .rightly is not possible.)

sharp Sharp can be used as an adverb to mean ‘punctually’.

Can you be there at six o’clock sharp?
It also has a musical sense (fo sing sharp means ‘to sing on a note that is too
high’}, and is used in the expressions furn sharp left and turn sharp right
(meaning ‘with a big change of direction’).
In other senses the adverb is sharply.

She looked at him sharply. I'thought you spoke to her rather sharply.

i

short Short is used as an adverb in the expressions stop short (= ‘stop
suddenly’) and cut short (= ‘interrupt’). Shortly means ‘soon’; it can also
describe an impatient way of speaking.

slow Slow is used as an adverb in road signs (e.g. SLOW — DANGEROUS
BEND), and informally after go and some other verbs (especially in
American English). Examples: go slow, drive slow.

sound Sound is used as an adverb in the expression sound asleep. In other
cases, soundly is used (e.g. She’s sleeping soundly).

straight The adverb and the adjective are the same. A straight road goes
straight from one place to another.

sure Sure is often used to mean ‘certainly’ in an informal style, especially in
American English.

‘Can I borrow your tennis racket?’ ‘Sure.’
Surely (not) usually expresses surprise (see 548 for details).

Surely you're not going out in that old coat?

tight After a verb, tight can be used instead of tightly, especially in an
informal style. Typical expressions: hold tight, packed tight (compare tightly
packed).

well Well is an adverb corresponding to the adjective good (a good singer
sings well). Well is also an adjective meaning ‘in good health’ (the opposite
of ill). For details, see 589.

wide The normal adverb is wide; widely suggests distance or separation.
Compare:

The door was wide open. She’s travelled widely.

They have widely differing opinions.
Note also the expression wide awake (the opposite of fast asleep).

wrong Wrong can be used informally instead of wrongly after a verb.
Compare:
TIwrongly believed that you wanted to help me. You guessed wrong.
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comparatives and superlatives

Informal uses of adjective forms as adverbs are especially common with
comparatives and superlatives.

Can you drive a bit slower?

Let’s see who can do it quickest.

American English

In informal American English, many other adjective forms can also be used
as adverbs of manner.

Drive friendly.

He looked at me real strange.

adverbs: position (general)
Different kinds of adverbs go in different positions in a clause. Here are some
general rules; for more details, see 23.

Note: in the following explanations, the word adverb is generally used both
for one-word adverbs (e.g. here, ofter) and for longer adverb phrases (e.g. in
this house, once every six weeks).

verb and object
We do not usually put adverbs between a verb and its object.
...adverb + verb + object

I often get headaches. (NoT Igetoften-headaches:)

...verb + object + adverb

She speaks English well. (NOT -She-speakswell English.)

But an adverb particle (see 19, 582) can go between a verb and a noun object.
Could you switch off the light?

initial, mid- and end position

There are three normal positions for adverbs:

initial position (at the beginning of a clause)
Yesterday morning something very strange happened.

mid-position (with the verb)

(For exact position, see 23.10-13.)

My brother completely forgot my birthday.
I have never understood her.

page 20






